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Your Key to Discovering The Natural Missouri

A partnership of the Missouri Department of Conservation and University of Missouri Extension
To engage Missourians in the stewardship of our state’s natural resources

through science-based education and volunteer community service.

I have always thought Dawkins captured
the essence of nature in this quote.
Nature does not act with malice or
kindness; it acts with deliberation to
preserve itself. Directed actions that are
designed to cause harm are in fact the
domain of man.

The floods we recently experienced
were not an act of retribution by nature.
It was in fact nature cleansing itself. Yes,
the flood did cause damage to manmade
objects, however it did not cause
damage to nature itself. The cleansing
of the riverbed and the surrounding flood
plain created new habitat needed for
survival.

The large fires that burned in Yellow-
stone National Park in 1988 in fact were
much needed to cleanse the overgrown
and choked forest and rangelands. The
only need to control the fires was to save
the manmade structures within the
boundaries of the fire. After the fires
were extinguished the forest flourished,
new undergrowth that had long been
absent from the landscape reappeared.
The reemergence encouraged an
increase in species populations due to

increased food and habitat availability.
Grizzly bear population numbers
increased as well due to the increase in
the herbivore population. Yes, the fires
were horrific to watch but again it was
nature resetting itself.

Man’s actions upon nature are much
more harsh in their impact. The dustbowl
years are perhaps the best example of
man’s negative impact on nature when
he fails to pay attention to how nature
conducts business.

In Missouri we still face difficult issues
of man’s effect upon nature. One of the
most pressing issues currently facing us
is the loss of the Prairie Chicken. The
loss of habitat and lek sites is causing
the bird  to disappear from the Missouri
landscape. Another issue is the decline
of our watersheds in growing metropoli-
tan areas due to housing growth and the
loss of ground cover.

Missouri can claim some victories also.
You can hear Elk bugle across the
Missouri hills, or a grouse drum in those
same hills. You can see otters play in
our Ozark streams and bears lumbering
through the woods. We can appreciate

these things because man listened to
nature and heeded its lesson. We can
learn the lesson nature has always been
willing to share if only we listen: that
being, survival of the species.

As Missouri Master Naturalists we can
be champions for nature. We can extol
the good practices needed to keep
nature thriving – by sharing the lessons
we have learned.

Bill Moulder
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“Nature is neither kind nor unkind. She is neither
against suffering or for it. Nature is not interested
one way or the other in suffering, unless it affects
the survival of DNA.” Richard Dawkins
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� Outgoing committee chairs Bonnie
White, Bonnie Kester, Al Kitta, and
Susan Neal for their two years of
service, and to Lauri Peterson for
1 year.  The committees are where
all of our chapter activities are
born, nurtured, and sustained.
Without the tireless work of these
committees there would be no
chapter training, service opportuni-
ties, or field trips.  We cannot thank
you enough for all that you have
done for us.

� Nancy Hanna-Somers for taking
over the scholarship committee
and getting the new  applications
created and sent out.

� From Adam Jones of Hite Prairie:
Thanks for all your help in working
with volunteers, burning, spraying,
and coordinating seed acquisitions
on diversifying the front 18 acre old
field at Hite Prairie.  With your help
over the past months we were able
to spread a 52 species mix on the
site:

January - Class of 2015 initial certifications:
Dave Hemminger, Ed Whitmore and Debbie
Whitmore.

Recent Achievements and
Certifications

February - 2015 Recertifications:
Ed Thompson, Joan Michaelree.

February - 250 hour pins: Nanci
Morris, Amie Ivey.

All Stars
The communications committee awards All Star certificates to chapter members that have contributed in extra ways to make our chapter
a success.  If you have someone you would like to have recognized, please send your nomination to Lauri Peterson (lauripub@swbell.net).

(Left) January - outgoing com-
mittee chairs: Susan Neal, Al
Kitta, Bonnie Kester, Bonnie
White, Lauri Peterson.

(Right) February - BNRT and
turbo volunteer Nanci Morris,
Missourians for Monarch project
originator Glenn Commons.

January - 2015 Recer-
tifications: Bill Moulder
and Linda Commons
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Two grants are available to prospective or existing
college students who graduated from high school in
Camden, Miller, or Morgan County, or to students who
currently reside in one of these counties.  He or she
must be pursuing (or plan to pursue) a career in a
conservation or natural resources field.  This might
include majors in forestry, wildlife management, biology,
fisheries, parks and recreation, or natural resources.
Says chapter president, Bill Moulder, "The key to
sustaining our natural resources is educating ourselves
about the vital importance of conservation. By offering
these scholarships we are investing in our future."

Two scholarship awards are offered.  Each will be for
the fall and spring semesters of 2016-17.  The individual
scholarship will be in the amount of $500.00 per semes-
ter or a total of $1,000.00 for the school year for each
selected student.  Funds may be used to cover books,
tuition or fees and will be paid directly to the scholarship
recipient.

For scholarship applications go to the Lake of the
Ozarks Master Naturalist website at
http://lakeozarkmasternaturalist.com.

Further questions and completed applications may be
directed to Terri Thompson at the Missouri Department
of Conservation office in Camdenton, MO – Ph: (573)
346-2210 x 223 or E-Mail: terri.thompson@mdc.mo.gov.
Applications must be received by June 7, 2016.
Recipients will be notified of acceptance by July 7, 2016.

"We know there are many qualified students who are
seeking financial help to complete their studies in a
conservation related field.  This scholarship is an
attempt to help them reach their educational potential
and to make a significant contribution to preserve the
natural beauty and quality of life in our area," says Jodi
Moulder, the MDC adviser to the Lake Ozarks Chapter
of Missouri Master Naturalist program.

ANNOUNCING THE 2016-17 SCHOLARSHIPS

Eastern Collared Lizard

Description The “mountain boomer” is a gangling, big-
headed, long-tailed lizard that runs on its back legs like a
miniature dinosaur. The two black collar markings (often
broken at the nape) are constant but coloration and pattern
are variable. Males are yellowish, greenish, brownish, or
bluish; throat yellow or orange- yellow; dorsal pattern consist-
ing of a profusion of light spots and a series of dark cross-
bands. Females are similar but less brilliantly colored.

Size Total length is 8-14 inches, with the head and body
measuring approximately 4.5 inches.

Habitat Collared lizards are naturally found throughout most
of the Missouri Ozarks and on glades in the St. Francois
Mountains. Limestone ledges, rock piles, and glades offering
an abundance of hiding places are preferred habitats. They
are active during the day especially during sunny, warm
weather. Seasonal activity usually lasts from April to Septem-
ber. A great deal of time is spent basking in the sun on
exposed rocks. When alarmed, they run first on all four legs,
then after attaining considerable speed they run in an upright
position on their back legs.

Food Insects make up
the bulk of this lizards
diet. They have also
been known to eat
small lizards including
Horned Lizards.

Interesting Facts:

This lizard has no
voice. The name “mountain boomer” probably originated in
the southwestern U.S. where settlers may have seen the lizard
basking on rocks, while hearing the barking call of a local frog
species.

Each lizard defends a home territory. The bright color of males
is used to ward off other males. Young males use several
types of avoidance behavior when traveling through a domi-
nate males home range. They try to remain hidden, move as
little as possible, and avoid displaying head-bobbing or
pushups.
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W elcome to our new committee chairs!  In January we elected five
committee chairs that also serve on the board.  Each is a one year
term with a maximum of two consecutive years. They are: Kay

Ahrens, Advanced Training co-chair; Tricia Barrett, Communications and
Outreach; Mark and Kim Thompson, Hospitality; Georganne Bowman,
Advanced Training co-chair; Kathryn Casteel, Projects and Volunteer
Services.  (Not pictured Kathie Bishop, Fund Raising)

Chapter News

T ricia Barrett has replaced Jackie Rasmussun as our
Missouri University Extension chapter advisor.  That
makes Tricia a chapter member, committee chair, and

chapter advisor all in one!  Go Tricia!

Activity/program Project Coordinator Funding Request
Scholarship Nancy Hanna-Somers $2000
New Class – T-shirts Jodi Moulder $350
New Class - Supplies/Soda Jodi Moulder $350
Hospitality Thompsons $1000
Advanced Training Bowman/Ahrens $600
Fund Raising Kathie Bishop $100
Kids Club Terri Thompson $500
Communications Tricia Barrett $1000

Sub total          $5900

Projects and Services Kathryn Casteel
Missourians for Monarchs Kay Ahrens $750
MDC Gardens Vol Needed $100
Eagle Days Joann Billington $200
Farmer’s Market Vol Needed $50
Bat Boxes $200
Capstone Project 2016 $200
Laurie Park Trail   ?? $350
BNRT Sign replacement Kathy Fayant $250
Butterfly Habitat Projects Joann Billington $350
Community Bulletin Boards $50
Hurricane Deck Outdoor Classroom $200
School of Osage Trail Ted Windels $100

Total $8700

N ew policy on tracking project
expenses – recently it has
become clear that we need

better guidance and tracking on project related expenses.
When a member submits a new project idea to the Projects
and Services Chair they can request funding at that time. If
the amount requested is less than $250, the Projects and
Services committee can vote to fund the requested amount.
If the amount requested is over $250 it requires an approval
by the board. But what happens after those funds are
approved? Currently, anyone working on that project that
incurs expenses can fill out a reimbursement request, get a
member of the board to sign and turn it in to the treasurer. If
several people are working on the same project, then funds
over the allotted amount could be spent, without board
approval, and above budget.

Therefore, it was decided by the board that: the member who
submits the project request will be the project coordinator or
leader of that project. The project lead will be responsible of
ensuring that the people working on that specific project do
not spend more than what was requested/budgeted.  To make
this easier to track, the reimbursement request has been
modified to include the project name, and the project lead.
The lead will also have to sign the reimbursement request
prior to submittal to the treasurer.

For example: Missourians for Monarchs – Project leader is
Kay Ahrens. If a member working on the project incurs an
expense, they will need to fill out the reimbursement request,
and have Kay sign off on that expense, before submitting it
to the treasurer for payment. Kay will also be responsible for
providing an end-of-year summary for our annual report. This
summary must include annual expenses.

2016 Budget

At the start of every year the chapter
board of directors meets to establish a
working budget.  Each committee chair
and project coordinator is asked to
submit a budget request, the board
discusses and approves the final
amounts.   This eliminates the need to
discuss incidental spending for all these
efforts throughout the year, and gives the
chairs and project coordinators more
leeway in how and where chapter funds
are spent.  In the past two years most of
these efforts have vastly under-spent
these budgeted amounts.  Our budgeting
and tracking continues to evolve as our
chapter grows and more projects are
approved.
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2016 Eagle
Days

“This could be the one we talk about for years to
come.”  Gerry Williams had seen the 2016 Eagle
Days forecast for snow and cold.  He and his fellow
Lake of the Ozarks Chapter Missouri Master Natu-
ralist volunteers were preparing to man the Osage
River viewing station, located at the boat launch
below the dam.  It is the only outdoor venue for Eagle
Days, and it offers the public the best opportunity to
watch bald eagles living wild.

Gerry’s prediction was spot on.  The weather was
unforgettably nasty.  The snow on Saturday was
moving sideways in the wind, and Sunday’s 16 degree high
and 27 MPH wind gusts were challenging for equipment and
seriously uncomfortable for exposed skin.

However, volunteers traveled from as far away as Columbia
and Lebanon to build a demonstration eagle nest and to share
their time, knowledge and scopes both days with those
intrepid visitors who ventured to the river.  The amateur

naturalists were supported by members of the local astrono-
mers’ club who provided scopes and binoculars, and by a
Boy Scout troop who had camped overnight on site.  The
Scouts provided burn barrels, helped build fires and shared
hot soup and cobbler with the volunteers.  Firewood was
donated by chapter members and the Scouts, and Hy-Vee
delivered hot chocolate.

The most memorable part of the experience was the sheer
number of eagles that showed up to perch, catch fish, chase
each other and essentially put on a show of natural, normal
January behavior.  The dam’s open floodgates caused a
concentration of fish that brought in the largest convocation
of eagles in recent memory.  On Sunday morning over fifty
perched in trees opposite the boat launch, with up to fifteen
in a single tree.  There were more in the air and more perched
in a sycamore grove upstream from the boat launch.  Visitors
all saw wild eagles and frequently saw them catch fish and
interact with each other.

It was an experience we will talk about for years to come.

Story by Ted Windels, photos: at top
Terri Thompson; left Ted Windels, lower right Ed

Whitmore

Tim Jacobson of the Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau
attended our February
meeting to thank everyone
in the chapter that helped
with this event.  The volun-
teers from our chapter are
instrumental in putting on
this annual event.  Photo
from David Dilks.
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Kathy Fayant Honored
Chapter member Kathy Fayant, who also volunteers for the local Garden Club
and the Lake of the Ozarks Water Alliance (LOWA), was honored as the
Outstanding Volunteer of the Year at LOWA’s annual awards dinner on
December 12, 2015.  Donna Swall, president of LOWA, spoke with high praise
for Kathy’s dedication and the amount of hours she spent working on behalf of
LOWA.  Approximately eighty people turned out for the dinner and ceremony.
It is no surprise that Kathy won the award; she recently achieved 1,000 hours
of cumulative volunteer service with our Chapter. Congratulations,
Kathy!

Information and photo from Glenn Commons

Greetings!

MU Extension and Missouri Master Naturalists have a great
partnership. It is an honor to be part of it. Together, we will
help Monarch Butterflies and pollinators grow and thrive, we
will educate Missourians about keeping the watershed safe
and clean, and by the way, have a little fun walking in the
woods and the prairies.

The new class is almost full, 18, with a great bunch of new
members.  Please reach out to them and say hello, maybe
offer to carpool, and include them in your projects. They are
enthusiastic and happy to be involved.

Upcoming programs include Greenhouses and High Tunnels
- Feb 25th, Fence Law, March 10th, and Retail Farm Markets
on March 28th. There is a major pollinator event in Columbia
in June. We will keep you posted. For updates, check the
Lake Ozarks Master Naturalist facebook page, and the
University of Missouri Miller County facebook page.  And
always, feel free to contact me with questions or suggestions.
My work email is barrettpr@missouri.edu.

Tricia Barrett - MUE advisor

Missourians for Monarchs Update
Our chapter’s involvement in this effort was originally spearheaded by Glenn
Commons in 2015.  Late last year, Glenn accepted an appointment to be a
regional coordinator covering a multi-county area for the state-wide effort.
Because of this he has relinquished his position as project coordinator for our
chapter.  Kay Ahrens has volunteered to be his replacement. Kay is currently
looking for donations of plants for the various butterfly garden efforts that are
underway. Please let Kay know if you have any plants that you can donate.

The name Missourians for Monarchs has now been adopted by a state wide
consortium, and the name used by Glenn’s work is now known as Missourians
for Monarchs, Naturalist and Gardeners.  Glenn has created a new web
site to support this with resources for monarch related issues.  Check it out here
http://www.midmomonarchs.info/

� President - Bill Moulder
� Vice President - Lauri Peterson
� Secretary - Georganne Bowman
� Treasurer - Dennis Reed
� Past President- Don Koeninger
� Projects & Volunteer Services -

Kathryn Casteel
� Hospitality - Mark and Kim Thomp-

son
� Fund Raising - Kathie Bishop
� Advanced Training - Kay Ahrens

and Georganne Bowman
� Communications and Outreach -

Tricia Barrett
� Web Site - Lauri Peterson
� Calendar - Georganne Bowman
� Photographer - Glenn Commons &

David Dilks
� Certifications - Amie Ivey
� MDC Advisor - Jodi Moulder
� MU Advisor -  Tricia Barrett

Our

Leadership

Updates from University of Missouri Extension

http://www.midmomonarchs.info/
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Organized in the spring of 2009, the Lake of the Ozarks Chapter of the Missouri Master Naturalist program
serves the residents of Camden, Miller & Morgan counties.  The Missouri Master Naturalist program
is an adult, community-based, natural resource education and volunteer service program.
Visit us at: http://www.lakeozarkmasternaturalist.com for calendars and volunteer opportunities.

Like us on Facebook for up-to-the-minute postings on the chapter and what its members are doing:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lake-of-the-Ozarks-Master-Naturalist/153968454647217?ref=ts&fref=ts

Newsletter Staff
and Contributors:

� Editor: Lauri Peterson
� Contributors: Bill Moulder,

Tricia Barrett, Ted Windels,
Glenn Commons, David Dilks
(Lake Shots Photography),
Joann Billington, Terri Thomp-
son, Ed Whitmore

� Proofreaders: didn’t happen
this time.  Hope it doesn’t
show.

Copyright 2016 Lake of the Ozarks
Chapter of Missouri Master
Naturalist.  All rights reserved.

The communications committee always welcomes information from chapter
members on what they have been doing under the Missouri Master Naturalist
flag.  It is very important that we keep submitting articles to the paper, and
promote our organization’s good works!  The Lake area needs to know that
we are out there doing good stuff!  Please submit your who, what, where, when,
and why to Lauri Peterson- lauripub@swbell.net in order to get out the good
word! A photo always helps!

Please send updates for the web calendar to Georganne Bowman at
jorjan39@gmail.com.

Send contributions for the newsletter or website about past or up-
coming chapter activities to Lauri Peterson at lauripub@swbell.net

Conservation Kids Club
All meetings are at the Thunder Mountain Road MDC Office in Camden-
ton from 1:30 - 4:30 PM.

Awesome Aquatics on Earth Day - Sunday April 24th
Monarch Mayhem and Milkweed Merrymaking - Sunday April 24th

Please welcome our newest
chapter member Robert Lock who
recently moved to the area.  He
was previously a member of the
Loess Hills Chapter.

LOWA Spring Plant Sale is Back!

Order top quality native plants at wholesale prices.   These are beautiful, healthy
perennial plants that grow stronger each year they are in your landscape.  The
news has been full of warnings about loss of critical habitat for pollinators.  This
is your opportunity to not only support LOWA and its efforts to keep our waterways
clean but to also support our environment by establishing pollinator plots as well
as flyways for the Monarch butterfly!

Quart sized wildflowers and sedges/grasses $4.50; trees/shrubs and vines – quart
sized $6.00, -gallon sized $7.50.  Plants will be available for pick up on April 5 at
the Sunrise Beach Fire Station on Highway 5 across from Hurricane Deck
Elementary School between the hours of 3 and 6 p.m.

Contact Joann Billington to get a list of available plants or place your order by
email: billington47@gmail.com or phone:  573-372-5168.   Deadline for orders is
March 11, 2016.

http://www.lakeozarkmasternaturalist.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lake-of-the-Ozarks-Master-Naturalist/153968454647217?ref=ts&fref=ts

